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crucial point for Christians to understand. It at least'meeds _ 


to be itileFstood ifthe name of truth. What is the rélation 
between orthodox’ | 
can this question Be pushed fo one side as one of the dusty 
academic ‘mattets that‘ need nof' concern sensible: men? 
Unitarians are not likely to put it on one,side. They. con- 


tribute a great service to their time by constantly keeping it — 
before them, and as far as they can, before other people. _ 


IN THE KHASI HILLS 


is not too big a word—that Mr. Findlow has revealed The — 


very fact that Miss Barr is prepared to give her life to 


task described below ought to be an inspiration to 


Unitarians in this country; and it ought to call from them 
the deepest response. In the kind of work to which she has 
dedicated herself there are no obvious results. They lie 
in faith in the future. But there have been no immediate 
obvious results to the works of many of the pioneers. 


e and truth and history?,7And 


and. Cherrapunja (the wettest plage in the world) are 
Khasi doctors, teachers, lawyers, ciyil seryants and busi- 
ness men living lives which are outwardly similar to those 


__ of reasonably prosperous 20th century people anywhere. 


In the villages, on the other hand, are people who are 
among the most backward in the world. They have vir- 


tually no art, literature, music, dance or drama of their own. 


hey do not use the plopgh, the wheel or beasts of 
burden. They have no postal services, medical services, 
newspapers; no glass windows or chimneys in their thatched 
huts; no way, of going from place to place but on foot, and 
no way of carrying anything except upon their own backs. 


(or indeed the whole Khasi ) as iS 

immaturity which 0 a person 

Barr to do something about it, but which also acts 

brake on her rate of progress, ing her methods 

the way she lives and even the view she takes of what 
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qi ~ “Mir: Brute Findlow, the author of the following article, 
= is an Australian who spent twelve months with Margaret - As the town Khasis have come from this life to their 
Barr working in the Khasi Hills, in India. His vivid account -- present state in two or three generations it is probably 
probably gives a more accurate picture of Miss Barr’s work neither surprising nor a matter for judgment that a great 
than any. that has appeared in The Inquirer up to date. —_—_ gulf exists between town and village, and that there is little 
Margaret Barr herself, although writing frequently to us, _ will among the town Khasis to use their knowledge to raise 
iv heen ar even to hint af fF ind of hernism—i the standards of. life. To spez of the village people 
The Unitarian movement in this country will be grate- a : 
ful for the explanation that Mr. Bruce Findlow has brought. "THESE people, and the Unitarian congregations in 
Mr. Findlow is now entering Manchester College, Oxford, 
7 preparing for the Unitarian ministry. During his vacation, only be helped at rete they are prepared 
nt we understand that he will be available, with the co- | | 
operation of the General Assembly, to travel the country : | 
and describe the work he knows so well. There will be : Sa 
fF much gratitude and thanks for what he has described. 7 ‘3 
THE WORK OF MARGARET BARR 
By Brace Findlow 
WHEN people in London or Liverpool or Halifax 
have asked me in the last few weeks, “ How is 
Margaret Barr?” it has been easy to find the answer. 
_ “ She was well when I left her last March and according 
i‘ to her latest letter she is still well and cheerful despite a 
’ hundred and fifty inches of rain and the absence of any 
+ Western companion for six months.” But when I am 
f asked, “ What of her present work?” the reply comes 
less readily because I am conscious of the special nature. — | 
. of the environment in which the work is being donc, and - _ Moet Ber 
joni at ism { casy to and their ignorance and isolati 
Even in that environment, we who are from the Western slow to accept anything new or different. In these circum- 
| world frequently act in ways which show that we have. Go 
to be done for its own sake; because the doer is convinced 
| from Shillong keeps it in his pocket for a or tWO. and supporters. 
| before delivering it! to to keep in our mi 
| ground of Margaret Barr's work at Kharang tl unstable people 
* to be patient and 1 
. JN these days it is misleading to speak of the Khasis as Rural was 
; a single race. In the towns such as Shillong. Jowai = young men to be 


i 


and which 
n account of 


y the background and 
the question, “ What of the work?” still remains to be 
answered. Suffice it to sa 


work 


335 


irit when they know more 


of its nature and of the spirit which informs it.. 


y here that it is a good and gallant 


GOSPELS 


1954 


part of the material upon which a 
and because it is well worth taiking about I hope to 


A PHILOSOPHER ON THE 


16, 


t work can be based. But it is onl 
generally should feel richer in sp 


seems to me 


tha 


OCTOBER 
hen it was first 


forward for training. Because 
ed, but now, in retrospect, it is a perfect 


the Khasi Unitarians with enough conviction 


INQUIRER, 


had expressed approval of the plan w 
, the delay seemed unnatural and intolerable as 


as it continu 


y 


proposed 


hard to deal with in mere words is the weather, particularly 


its wetter aspects. It is difficult to convey to a questioner 
aim in the Year, over hundred inches of une, 


Churches but it was not until 1954 that this purpose was cumstances which surround the work at Kharan 
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iiustrauon of the ra at which this wo iS likely D pro- 5s Worin hearing adou 
ceed and a salutory lesson for those—not least Margaret and religious people 
Barr and myself—who wanted matters to go more quickly! 
ANOTHER ac te he Khas 
fami Karl Jaspers was dismissed from the chair of philo- 
at Heidelberg, in part because his wife 
1 time 80 thatthe appearance of the sun justi 
for everyone. Life in the months of the mor ris, he devoted much of his leisure to the 
tinual struggle against damp and mildew. Th the Old Testament he was fascinated by 
damp and the fires smoky, clothes and bedc the lonely prophet who foresaw that 
all the time, books, shoes and the very walls his people would lead to their ruin, yet 
overnight, and the rain keeps up a steady drur would not be final. In the New Ti 
corrugated iron roofs. Drains may give way with of 
under the pressure of so much rain, floorbos 
crack, and doors and windows become unmailageabdic. orthodoxy. Of the Gospels he has said little, except to express 
Communication with Shillong and the rest of the dislike of John and admiration for the Synoptists. Now, how- 
world is uncertain or broken by flooded creeks and the six- ever, in what is perhaps the most notable contribution to a 
teen mile walk takes-seven-or eight hours in the mud, when volume of essays presented to Leo Baeck, he has told us what 
it is possible, instead of the usual four hours. Life has to _—_—De finds in Jesus. 
sarang that spirits remain as high as That Jesus is of decisive importance for history and a 
surroundings. No less miraculous is the sud- —_—_disturbing challenge for each individual who has the courage to 
nce in that grey mist late in August of flights — reckon with him — so much is 
little birds, bright red and yellow in colour, points of view from which we can " 
> promise an end to the rain! psychological. For Vietzsche, Jesus stands 
of the outer in the interests of the inner. - 
* gaat for him, the world has no reality of its * 
at the heart of his : 
of the summ in a kingdom of 
“arcumst: ~<a h as others 
act of isol failure, but it is precisely 
ile Wes pig 
this 
srtain elements in hi 
Jaspers finds i 
of Jesus as his 
> us as governed by powerful emotions. 
AB im indignation, he repels the leper 
to his disciples. 
Tturne i only 
to receive his blessing. But there ss 
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i ucie—S ynthesis—imignt perhaps be considered aS an ap- WOULD like to underline the need for organized denomina- 
VW propriate illustration of this process. No fundamental criti- > ; itari ; ; 
bs cism is implied in this observation. As Bradley hij tional contact with Unitarian National Servicemen suggested 
hastened to add: the finding of these reasons is no 
instinct. A.J. 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Letters should be addressed to the Editor, “ The Ingui 
14 Gordoa Square. London, WC.1. They should nc 
general exceed three to four hundred words in length. 
Czechoslovak Church 
ae to the recent article and corre 
from a member of the C Church, who 
ing interesting information. 
The Church was founded soon after the 1914-1 
” of a number of clergy in Czechoslovaki 
an independent religic 
ion I received, 
aes of 
| of the Church as a 
by four-fifths 
+ contributes , 
| and Patriarch, 
plete lsberty of expression on purely religious matters. 
| Newcastle Herbert 
che Emperor O, thos hat conquesed= | 
' the phrase, but adds m parenthesis “ be acver said it by the 
Unfortunately, | have not sufficient knowledge to be 
and Galiican™ may have heiped to we the words, 
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THE CALENDAR OF THE CHURCHES _ 
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